Conference venue
Rooms 7 & 8, Foyer CCD Süd, Messe Düsseldorf GmbH
Stockumer Kirchstraße 61, D-40474 Düsseldorf

Design Chain @K conference is pleased to announce that we will be returning
to the world’s premier trade fair for plastics and rubber, K 2016, following the
success of our first event. The two-day conference will be held alongside the
trade show in Messe Düsseldorf on 24-25 October 2016.
The conference will include a breadth of sessions offering insight into the
practical and technical innovation aspects of the ‘design chain’ in today’s
plastics arena; looking at the designer’s use of plastics and considering the
manufacturing, supply chain and project management issues experienced by
product designers.
Our conference acts as a platform in the plastics industry, bringing together
respected names in the ‘plastics value chain’ with notable designers and
brands, to consider global perspectives on innovation, efﬁciency and
sustainability.
K 2016 is the world’s premier fair for the plastics and rubber
industry and will once again be presenting everything the
sector has to offer in 2016: from the latest state-of-the-art
and trailblazing innovations to development insights. For
further information, visit www.k-online.de.

Who will attend?
High-level delegates from international brands and the design and plastics
industries will be present for two days of networking, learning and
identifying future business opportunities.
Why attend?
• Hear about emerging industries, new opportunities and new fields for
design
• Network and make invaluable contacts with expert speakers and
delegates
• Learn about the hottest new trends

For further details on travel to the venue and to book accommodation, please visit
the K 2016 website at: www.k-online.de

Registration
Early bird rate (available until 12 September 2016)
Day 1 = €165 + German vat
Day 2 = €165 + German vat
Days 1 & 2 = €249 + German vat
Regular rate (from 13 September 2016)
Day 1 = €195 + German vat
Day 2 = €195 + German vat
Days 1 & 2 = €295 + German vat

For the discounted rate
book your place before
13 September 2016

From design to reality
24–25 October 2016, Düsseldorf, Germany

Group discount of 15% available to bookings of 3 or more delegates

Promoting plastics innovation
within the design chain

To book your place or for more information, please call +44(0) 208 253 9640 or
register online at www.designchainatk.com
Registration includes entry to exhibition for the duration of the conference

Platinum sponsor: Covestro

Platinum sponsor: Sabic

Covestro is a world-leading
supplier of high-tech polymer
materials: innovative,
sustainable and diverse.
Thanks to our global presence
and close proximity to our
customers, we are the partner
of choice for a wide variety
of industries. Our products
and application solutions are used in many
areas of modern life. In line with our vision “To
make the world a brighter place,” we work
on solutions to the challenges of our time – to
push the boundaries of what is possible. We
help make cars lighter so they save fuel. Our
insulation systems protect buildings against the
heat and cold to reduce energy consumption. In
entertainment electronics, our products support
functionality, safety and sleek design.

SABIC is ranked
amongst the world’s
largest petrochemicals
companies and is
headquartered in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. We
manufacture on a global
scale, making distinctly different kinds of products:
chemicals, plastics, agri-nutrients, metals and
specialties. We support our customers in identifying
and developing opportunities in key end markets
such as construction, medical devices, packaging,
agri-nutrients, electrical and electronics,
transportation, and clean energy. SABIC combines
a rich track record of ‘doing what others said
couldn’t be done’, with a deep understanding of
our customers. We help our customers achieve their
ambitions by finding solutions to their challenges:
we call this ‘Chemistry that Matters™’.

• Gain insight into how new technologies, materials and processes can
reduce design costs and speed up production
• Find out where great ideas come from and how they are applied to
generate growth
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Plastics and design: What will the future be?
10.00 – 10.30
Registration and networking
10.30 – 10.50
Welcome and introduction
Chris Lefteri, Director, Chris Lefteri
Design
David Eldridge, Editor, Plastics News
Europe
Automotive
10.50 – 11.20
Bridging the gap between design
and technology to optimise the
visual aspect of the carbon fibre
applications for BMW products
Hilke Schaer, Design Manager
– Advanced Materials, Colour &
Material, BMW
• Pushing the limits of technologies
and combining them
• Using textile structures for 3D forms
• Integrating functional features
11.20 – 11.50
Topic TBC
Speaker TBC, SABIC
11.50 – 12.10
How will autonomous vehicles
impact the future design of the car
interior?
Peter Fuß, Senior Advisory Partner
Automotive, Ernst and Young
• The car will become the third living
and working environment
• How can future car interiors merge

reality and virtual design?
• Can plastics design cope with the
trend towards more flexible and
adjustable car interiors?
12.10 – 12.40
Refreshment break and networking
Electronics
12.40 – 13.00

fight between the virtual and the
physical?
Chris Lefteri, Director, Chris Lefteri
Design
Daniel Liden, Design Manager,
Lenovo
Brian Byungkwan Min, Senior Colour &
Material Designer, Microsoft Surface
Medical

Low cost/high value – creative
ways to design with plastic at every
price point

14.00 – 14.20

Daniel Liden, Design Manager,
Lenovo

• A case specifically designed for use
in healthcare

• Explore creative strategies for
designing with plastics using
examples from the consumer
electronics industry

• A semi-permanent hard shell
enclosure with built in antimicrobial
technology that provides protection
for iPads against work place damage,
knocks, fluids, users and microbes

• Taking a closer look at three key
areas – raw material, forming and
finishing
• Using case studies and invite
participants to share insights and
suggestions to provoke fresh ideas
and new directions
13.00 – 13.20
Topic TBC
Brian Byungkwan Min, Senior Colour
& Material Designer, Microsoft
Surface
13.20 – 14.00
Panel discussion: Where is the
future of materials in consumer
products when brands are focused
on the digital user experience – the

Day Two • 25th October 2016

Day One • 24th October 2016

Day One • 24th October 2016

iPad case for medical uses
Speaker TBC

14.20 – 14.40
Custom plastic thermoforming
enclosure solutions for the medical
diagnostic, medical device and
kiosk industry
Speaker TBC
• Plastic thermoformed parts provide
superior solutions for enclosures
when compared to injection
moulded, structural foam moulded,
or metal fabricated parts
• Lower tooling costs, lightweight
materials, large and complex
part capability, and greater
aesthetic design flexibility are
just a few of the advantages of
plastic thermoformed enclosures
manufactured by Productive Plastics
14.40
Closing remarks

Day Two • 25th October 2016
10.00 – 10.30
Registration and networking
10.30 – 10.40
Welcome and introduction
Chris Lefteri, Director, Chris Lefteri
Design
David Eldridge, Editor, Plastics News
Europe

Manager – Aqualab, Speedo
International
Innovation
11.10 – 11.40
Designing innovative
materials solutions
Speaker TBC, Covestro

Design Engineer/Co-founder, Better
Future Factory
• The perpetual plastic project – an
interactive recycling installation
• Fuelling the third industrial revolution
with recycled material
• Making matter, matter
12.00 – 12.30
Refreshment break and networking
Research and technology

• Consider the recyclability of the
materials from which the product or
packaging is made
• Minimise the different types of
materials used and, if possible,
move to a single material product
• Look at how the materials are fixed
together
13.30 – 13.50
Reducing waste with chewing gum
plastic, innovative design
Speaker TBC

12.30 – 12.50
Digital crafts: a new relationship
between designers and plastics
Aart van Bezooijen, Professor for
Materials and Technology Transfer
(Burg Material), Burg Giebichenstein
University of Art and Design Halle
• New tools: 3D-printing, laser-cutting,
robotic fabrication
• New materials: reuse and recycling,
do-it-yourself, bio-based materials
• New methods: local resources,
experimental design, self-production
• New markets: crowdfunding,
circular economy, bio-economy

• Using chewing gum in a novel,
closed-loop recycling solution,
to design a new container
with improved reusability and
recyclability
• Gum-tec – given for a group of new
compounds that are made with
recycled chewing gum
Materials
13.50 – 14.30
Panel discussion – material led
design
Nigel Dunlea, Former Lead-Material
Technology, Microsoft

12.50 – 13.10

Other panelists TBC

Topic TBC

14.30

Speaker TBC
Sustainability

10.40 – 11.10

11.40 – 12.00

13.10 – 13.30

Topic TBC

Old materials for a new world

Eco-design for packaging

Ben Hardman, Product Development

Casper van der Meer, Industrial

Speaker TBC

Chair’s summary and close of
conference

Programme may be subject to change.
Please visit the website for the latest agenda.

